marriage of the first Presbyterian miniister in Tenmplepatrick, Revcrend josias Welch (1622 Welch ( -1634 , grandson of the great Scottish reformer John Knox and known locally, as "the cock of the conscience" from his preaching abilities. Further, Robert Camlpbell's great-uncle and his father, both also named Robert (Camlpbell, lheld between thenm the miniistry at the Old Presbyterianl Meeting House, Temllplepatrick, from 1796 to 1894, a period of ninety-eight years. The first Reverend Robert Cam-pbell, minister fronm 1796 unitil 1855, played a part in the anxious and stormiiy period of church history between 1821 and 1829. In the conflict in the General Synod between the parties led by Reverenld Henry Cooke (Orthodoxy) and Reverend Henry Montgomery (New Light) he took a firmii stanld on the side of religious liberty "holding the Scriptures of the Ol and(I NTew\ Testanmenit to be the only infallible rule of faith and duty, atnd refusinig to subscrib)e as articles of belief mere human tests and confessions.'* As a result, hc wvas onlC of the five miniisters who, having with their congregations scceded fromii the General Synod of Ulster, constituted on 14th November, 1829, the Remiionstranlt Presbvtery of Templepatrick which, on 25th Mav, 1830, joined with two other presbyteries (seventeen ministers in all) to form the Remonstranit Syniod of Ulster. There canl bc little doubt but that this background of belief in civil and rcligious liberty was of profound inmportance in the upbringing anld mental development of the future sturgeoni.
In the third Robert Campbell Memlorial Oration, Sir John Calmpbell, his elder brother, gave the follow\ing account of Robert's bovhood-"At Roullghfort Nationial School, where Robert Campbell received his early schooling, his conmpaniionis Were the childreni of small farrmers a'ld of agrictultural labourers. Fronm themll he got a knowledge of the lives of the poorer people, and a sympathy with their difficulties and trials, which stoo(d to hinm in his a.fter life. The mistress of the school, a Miss Gourlav, was ain excellent teacher and a stern disciplinariani. She enforced her rule by mleanis of the cane, in the tuse of %vhich she was not trammnelled by the objections of nmodern parents to it.... Under the teaching of his father hc learnied to be thorough, to take pains, and, above all, to remember that charactcr aind conduct were the miost inmportant things in huimani life. In his early dayxs xvas laid the foundation o1 which he built up his life." This xwas his brother's view; these, howvever, were not the only inifluences. He had a great affection for, and must at times have leaned heavily upon, his elder brother, the future Sir John CaKmpbell, Surgeon to the Samaritan Hospital and Member for Queen's University, Belfast, in the first Northernl Ireland Parliamenit, a man of vast intcllcct, inLdustry, and strenigth of character, to whose precept alnd example he must have owed miiuch. Mtuch also he miiust have owed to hiis elder sister, Eliza Wilson, who, at aln early age, took the place of his m1other, while also inl the intellectual background was his younger sister, Isabel, who later graduated B.A. in moderni langtlages at the Royal University of Ireland. ' part of the technique at that hospital by 1896. At that time, too, they were being used for some operations by John Campbell at the Samaritan Hospital. Robert Campbell was also an early user, and he was, in addition, the first in Ulster to advocate the use of face masks covering the mouth and nose. Credit for the introduction of these is usually given to Mikulicz (Breslau) and Berger (Paris) in 1897, but they were not generally in use until as late as 1906. Robert Campbell's description of his reasons 'for adopting face masks illustrates his clear thinking and his odd turn of phrase, which so captivated his colleagues, and is worth recording. In describing his technique in operations for hernia in infants and children (1903) he remarked, "In the majority of the operations I have worn thin rubber gloves and I frequently, especially when demonstrating the operation to students, wear over the head a square piece of sterilized gauze split into two tails at either side, the anterior two being tied behind the neck and the posterior two being brought forward over the mouth. This latter precaution I adopted after seeing operators and their assistants now and again during an operation in which they were much interested, shed showers of dandruff into the wound, and also from the observation that some people cannot speak to you without spitting into your face."
His first published work was a short presentation of a case of club hand, illustrated by a skiagraph, to the Ulster Medical Society on 7th April, 1898.
He was an early advocate of operation in all cases of perforated typhoid ulcer, whether in the active or the convalescent stage of the disease, and on 12th December, 1898, he was the first in Ulster to close such a perforation. It is interesting to recall that the first perforation of a gastric ulcer to be closed by laparotomy in Ulster was by his brother John on 21st July, 1897, the patient, a woman of 35, surviving.
In 1906, before the Ulster Medical Society, he read a paper on acid intoxication following general anasthesia. He The manuscript concludes with a short analysis of 1,500 cases of inguinal hernia, 28.6 per cent. being under three months and 43.2 per cent. under six months. Three cases were under seven days old at operation, two between seven and fourteen days, eight between fourteen and twenty-one days, and sixty between twenty-one and twenty-eight days. There was one death in the series from delayed chloroform poisoning. Professor Sinclair, in the first Campbell Memorial Oration, stated, "Those engaged in large family practice can but estimate the amount of human suffering and misery obviated by the early adoption of the operative plan in young children, as compared with the consequences of the oft-times careless and inefficient trussing carried out by mothers and nurses for several years." Some time before 1909 Robert Campbell began to perform these operations in the out-patients' department of the Queen Street Children's Hospital. This at first gave rise to criticism by the governors of the hospital, but all objections were overcome in the end, and a well-equipped out-patient theatre was provided. This procedure received support from a paper by J. H. Nicholl of Glasgow, read at the B.M.A. meeting in Belfast in 1909, which recommended that a much larger share of operative work at a children's hospital should be done in the out-patients' department. Robert Campbell, at the same meeting, supported this policy completely in the case of those children who could be easily carried by the mother. This work was later taken up by Professor Fullerton. have said you will gather that I regard these cases of obstruction as infinitely more dangerous to life than the average case of appendicitis. The mild onset of the condition, the feeling of well-being on the part of the patient when gangrene has already taken place, and a catastrophe is to be expected, are calculated to deceive any medical man whose attention has not been forcibly directed to its insidiousness and its great dangers." This subject was again discussed, along with other forms of intestinal obstruction and divers other subjects, in his presidential address to the Ulster Medical Society in 1916 under the title, "Some Surgical Problems." Today, fifty years later, it would perhaps be fair to say that although some cases of appendicular disease are not so sharply defined as in the original description, this conception is still useful and may lead to prompt operation in the insidious case.
Robert Campbell was not a spectacular operator. He laid great stress on accurate and detailed anatomical knowledge, and, although he was not slow, he never made speed for its own sake one of his ideals; rather he would methodically, step by step, complete the stages of a complicated operation often in silence and with very little assistance. The thoroughness of his aseptic technique was such that wound sepsis was very uncommon in his wards, e.g., in his series of three hundred and five inguinal hernia operations, reported in 1906, there were only two cases of suppuration. He was credited with great powers as a diagnostician. These powers, however, appear to have been based on careful study of all the factors bearing on the case rather than to any intuitive flair. It was his logical and orderly mind, combined with the thoroughness which was always one of his characteristics, that made his diagnoses always sound and worthy of unusual respect.
As a teacher Robert Campbell was held in the very highest regard by his house surgeons, pupils, and others. This is perhaps strange, as he was a man of few words with long periods of silence. Purce, one of his house surgeons, quoted the hospital alphabet as saying:
"R is for Robert, whom you know, boys and girls, Does not believe in the casting of pearls." He went on, however, "I learned more from his silence and his precepts of action than I could have learned from one much more voluble, for it was intriguing to find out, from many sources, why he did certain things, and arrived at certain diagnoses." He seems, however, to have had that gift, so often found in a really good teacher, of imparting his knowledge in such a way and by a quality in expression and imagery that it can be recalled years later without anv loss of clarity. One example only will be quoted. In discussing the diagnosis of carcinoma Robert Campbell remarked, "Syphilis is so often found skulking about in the garb of an entirely different ailment that I think it must rank among the criminal classes of disease. Sometimes it presents itself as innocent little acne. Another time it poses as aristocratic eczema of gouty origin. Again it may simulate the appearance of poor and weak but respectable tuberculosis. Now and again it puts on the garb of that terrible fellow whose very name makes all human flesh quiver and quake."
In an unpublished manuscript of an address to the Belfast Students' Medical Association in 1906, entitled, "The Student and His Teachers," Robert Campbell, in elaborating certain themes, affords some clues regarding the nature of his teaching: - (1) The basis of clinical work should rest on a sound knowledge of anatomy and physiology.
(2) In examination of the patient he stressed "the great importance of looking at things" and maintained that "too often the student seems to be possessed with an uncontrollable itching to lay hands on the patient" and "without casting more than a hasty glance at the affected part commences to finger it in an aimless way with one hand, keeping the other meanwhile in his trouser pocket." He held that "in searching for the signs of injury or disease we mainly depend on our sight, our hearing and our touch, and I should like to impress strongly on you that the most accurate observations and the most lasting impressions are those conveyed to our mind by our sense of sight-'Sounds that address the ear are lost and die in one short hour, while things that strike the eye live long upon the mind'." however, there was a very kind disposition with a great capacity for making enduring friendships. As Robert Marshall puts it, "Although he had a reputation of being silent he was never morose, and at night when there was time for talk his conversation was delightfully seasoned with the attic salt." A number of friends used to gather at 22 College Gardens on a Sunday evening-Tom Houston, James Moore, William Calwell, John Rankin, Johnny Morrow, and Andy Fullerton, among others, and from the younger men, T. S. Holmes. There, as Fullerton put it, "he held court, surrounded by an atmosphere of goodwill and tobacco smoke. On these occasions the strong silent man unbent, and rallied or chaffed one or other of his coterie of friends who had the privilege of being present at these delightful gatherings. All sorts of subjects were discussed, from socialism to the higher criticism, and the greatest harmony prevailed." It may, perhaps, be added that at times these gatherings had a still lighter side, as when J. S. Morrow recited his parody of Kipling, "Just a poor old country doctor, surgeon and midwife too!" or when Andy Fullerton, the future President of the Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland, stood on his head and drank a glass of water in that position to demonstrate that liquids did not always flow downhill.
In the writer's student days many stories of Robert Campbell were still circulating in the Royal corridor-a few true, many apocryphal and some unprintable, but all with a certain plausibility in that one could imagine that they might have happened. One only will be recalled, in Robert Campbell's own words, which he recounted in the following manner when proposing the President's health at an Ulster Medical Society dinner: -"Why I have been selected to perform the pleasing duty with which I have been entrusted is more or less a mystery to me. The only valid reason which I can adduce is that I have earned among my professional brethren (whether rightly or wrongly it is not for me to say) the reputation of being a man of very few words, and that, therefore, I would not have the power to detain you long from the enjoyment of the intellectual views or the highly spiced stories of your friends. Indeed it seems that I possess the gift of aseptic silence in such a high degree that on one occasion I visited the Royal Victoria Hospital in the early hours of the morning, performed two urgent abdominal operations, and left the building having uttered only one monosyllabic if malodorous word. I make this statement on the unimpeachable authority of our secretary; and what purer source of truth need one seek than in the turbulent gushes of words and ideas which flow from the lips and brain of John Rankin." This is an example of what Professor Sinclair referred to as "that quaint humour and inoffensive satire which we enjoyed so much, and which were so peculiarly his own." Robert Campbell had little interest in politics, although he signed Ulster's Solemn League and Covenant in 1912. As an Ulster Scot he had a great love for his native land and he concluded his address to the Belfast Medical Students' Association in the following way, "Why should we not develop a proper pride in being Ulstermen? Why should we not take a lesson from other nations and go forth into the world proclaiming that Ulster is the best of all possible lands to be born in and that Ulstermen are the salt of the earth? Let us endeavour to foster a patriotic spirit. Let us unite to help one another. Let our watchword in every clime be 'Forward, Ulster!'" He had little time and no inclination for sport or games and, apart from his love of literature, his main interest was in his chosen work, especially among the children.
Robert Campbell was a friend to manv and his sincerity, personal integrity, and clarity of mind proved of benefit to many of his colleagues when in difficulties, either professional or personal. As Professor Sinclair said, "What a support he was in anxious and difficult situations so that if he did not speak (for he was a man of few words and well chosen) his influence was sustaining; and in many respects an inspiration to those whose inexperience or timidity demanded a strong arm on which to lean." A most touching tribute came from Sir Thomas Houston when he remarked, "I have to acknowledge with gratitude how his logical mind made straight many of the difficulties of my early professional life. He had the faculty, which few men have, of brushing aside all that is irrelevant and non-essential and coming with logical precision to the heart of the matter discussed, He was a kind and generous friend and when he died I felt something had gone out of my life that could never be regained."
Robert Campbell had suffered from Bright's disease for some years when, in March, 1920, he became seriously ill with a uremic condition. He rallied, however, and was able to resume work, but this improvement was short-lived. He died at his home, 22 College Gardens, from urmmia, in the early hours of the morning of 6th September, 1920, and the writer can still recall how his faithful Irish terrier, Jack, began to howl at his passing. He was only 54 years of age. There was a strange aftermath to his death when, nine days later, his friend, Sir John Byers, on some members of whose family Robert determine what form the memorial should take. After some discussion it was decided that it should be something of "recurring practical utility rather than to seek to enshrine his well-known personality in some form of pictorial or plastic art." The meeting agreed that the fund should be called the Robert Campbell Memorial Fund, and the memorial should take the form of a prize, to be called the Robert Campbell Memorial Prize "to be awarded periodically for distinguished work in any branch of medical science to that member of the profession in Ulster or to that graduate of Queen's University, Belfast, whom, at the time of the selection the committee should consider most deserving of the honour." It was also decided that the recipient of the prize should have the duty of delivering an oration to the profession, to be called the Robert Campbell Memorial Oration. This was the first memorial oration of this type to be founded in Ulster.
It appears from the above that the original intention was to confine the prize to Ulstermen and Queen's men, but its scope was later broadened, and when the Trust Deed was drawn up the appropriate phrase read, "The prize shall be awarded by the committee at such time or times as it shall think fit, and shall on the occasion of its being so awarded be of such amount as the committee shall decide to some of the following persons, namely, to a medical man poraries, xvhat manner of mlan he was. A quiestion rem-.ins-w\hat quality or qLualities of his led to thle rapid subscription of nicarly E900 I)y soImC onc hutindred andcl ten of his frienlds anid collcagues, and to the niovcl forml that the imiem)orial took? All the aspects of his persotnality and work, previously mentioned, nmay have imiade somle conitribution, but the foins et orrigo nmay well have been ani echo of the character of the first Revercnd Robert Campbell, who, for frcedomll of thou-ght, defied the General Syniod and the wrath of Revcrend Henry Cooke, anid wvas known throughout the countrvside int his lifetinmc as "honest Bob"-ani echo reflected in the honesty of thought, clear visiOll, and integrity of moral purposc of his descendant anld namesakc, the pioneer of aseptic surgery at Quienl Street and the Roval Victoria Hospitals. Perhaps the epitaph, conmposcd over one hundred years ago by the Templepatrick congregation for his great-uncle, wvould not be so very much out of place in describing Robert Campbell's own lifc-"Unassuming in manners, unswervinig in integrity, unostenitatious in piety, anid unlblemiiished in moral character, he enjoyed in a remarkable degree the esteem and confidence of the entire community." "For I loved the man, and do honiou hismems z nory, on this side idcolaitry, as ntuch as any" (Jonsoni). 
